
Audrey Evans:  Not Your Ordinary Doctor Critical Thinking

PRE-READING  DISCUSSION  QUESTIONS

	 Here are some pre-reading ideas and questions you might want 
to use to pique students’ interest in this book. 

Introduce Audrey Evans:  Not Your Ordinary Doctor.  Show the students the front  
cover.  Ask them to predict what they think the story is about.  Ask if the cover makes 
them want to read the book.  Why or why not?


Ask if they think the story could be true.  Discuss fiction and non-fiction.  What is the 
difference?  Then read the text in the top paragraph on the back cover. 

Discuss the title.  Talk about the word “ordinary.”   Discuss the jobs of the author and 
the illustrator.


Discuss the information found on the title page.


Read the dedication.  Discuss why authors usually include a dedication in the books 
that they write.


Read the text on page iii to the students.  Does this paragraph make you want to read 
the book even more?  The author used the notations P.S. and P.P.S.  Discuss what 
these letters stand for and why the author used them. 


Turn to the glossary on page 60.  Read the paragraph at the top of that page.  Then 
demonstrate how to use the glossary to find the meaning of words. 


Tell the students that throughout Audrey’s life she traveled far and wide.  Mention 
England, Scotland, the United States, Australia and China.  If a world map is available, 
help the students locate those places.   Ask how Audrey may have gotten from one of 
those places to another.  Ask the students to locate the oceans she crossed.


Examine the table of contents on pages iv and v.  Discuss some of the chapter titles.  


Then direct the students to the entries that follow the chapter titles on page v. Talk 
about scrapbooks. Take a sneak peak at “Audrey’s Scrapbook” on page 58 to whet 
students' interest in the story. If students are not familiar with bibliographies and 
acknowledgments, introduce those features.


©  2019 Heidi Bright Butler and Susan Huber Horesta


